[An immunologic etiology for hyperprolactinemia: macroprolactinemia].
Besides classical etiologies of hyperprolactinaemia (pregnancy, pharmacological treatments, pituitary or hypothalamic perturbations), another less known cause may explain a spectacular idiopathic elevation of plasma concentrations of prolactin hormone. Macroprolactinaemia is characterized by the presence of a circulating high molecular weight complex of prolactin with an immunoglobulin G. In this article, we report the cases of 3 female patients for whom size exclusion chromatography technique permitted to give a precise biological diagnosis and to avoid heavy, expensive, time consuming and unnecessary clinical investigations or therapeutic actions. Patients with macroprolactinaemia do not exhibit clinical features of classical hyperprolactinaemia, notably as regard to menstrual and fertility disturbances.